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29 June 1994

AMERICORPS IS COMING TO THE COWNIAS.

Washington DC
When President Clinton signed the

National Service Trust Act of 1993 using the same pen President Kennedy used to establish the
Peace Corps, he signed into law an initiative that not only will help thousands of youths with
their education, but which, I learned this week, will in the coming year also benefit the people
living in the colonias near the border. The U.S. Department of Agriculture has announced that
it will base one of its 42 "AmeriCorps" national service projects in Texas to improve the living
conditions and water services for those living in the colonias -- one of 10 rural development
projects it will launch in September 1994. This is part of the larger AmeriCorps effort thai
brings together people of varied backgrounds to help improve their communities, and in tum
allow them to earn college or vocational school scholarships.
From Appalachia to the Mississippi Delta, from the Pacific Northwest to the upper reaches
of New England, the rural development projects of Americorps will provide numerous.economic
development and environmental protection benefits. For the Texas project, approximately 30
participants -- yet to be selected -- will be assigned to colonias for a one-year period, according
to USDA. Their work will include facilitating community applications for USDA rural water and
waste programs, increasing the knowledge among low-income individuals of the availability of
loans for rural housing ownership, and spurring efforts to help residents create at least one local
non-profit agency to address a critical local need. The USDA has announced that the colonia
rural development project will involve generally older participants, who are college graduates and
professional school graduates.
According to the USDA, the Americorps project will eventually set up offices in Texas.
Until then, applicants may apply for the USDA programs by calling 1-800-880-4183. Americans
17 years of age or older may apply for the USDA programs.
It is certainly rewarding for me to know that the Texas colonias have been chosen to be
a part of this worthwhile initiative, whose passage I strongly supported last year. The potential
for individual and community betterment through this volunteerism initiative is great, not only
for Texas but for the entire nation. I will continue to keep you informed on this important
project.

•

•

•

OR 4386: COMPENSATION FOR PERSIAN GULF VE1S. As part of the ongoing effort to
compensate Persian Gulf War veterans who suffer from disabilities resulting from illnesses that
carne from their service, I am pleased to let you know that I am a cosponsor of HR 4386. This
legislation would both provide compensation for those Persian Gulf War veterans and would
provide funding for increased research into illnesses reported by those veterans. This bill has
bipartisan support and the support of many veterans organizations, and, if enacted, the Veterans
Administration would begin compensating veterans within 120 days, and would begin
reconsidering all claims of those veterans that have previously been denied. Certainly changes
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in the proposed legislation will be discussed, and the introduction of the bill is a good starting
point to make any improvements. I look forward to working further \\ith my colleagues on this
and other important mal1ers for all of our veterans.

*

*

*

JULY FOURTH: HONOR OUR FREEDOMS AND HERITAGE, BUT CELEBRATE THE
DAY SAFELY. The words are as familiar as any in our history: "We hold these truths to be selfevident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed with certain unalienable rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." From the second paragraph of the
Declaration of Independence, these words -- and the sacrifices and struggles of so many in their
defense -- are what we honor this and every July Fourth, from small-tO\\TI parades on main street
to extravagant firework displays from the Washington Mall to local community parks everywhere.
Whether one is a life-long native or a newly naturalized citizen, a gray-haired elder who knows
the price of freedom or a youngster who has yet to learn, it is a time for both reflection and
celebration.
The actual day of July 4 marks the day in 1776 when Congress ratified the Declaration
of Independence before it was signed later that summer. But, of course, the day symbolizes and
celebrates the greater triumph of freedom, which is the foundation of our nation and heritage.
July Fourth did not become a public holiday until 1941, but it has always been celebrated ....;th
fef\'or and solemnity throughout our history. John Adams, the second president of the United
States, had fought hard for independence and was one of the first to recognize the importance of
celebrating the day -- "with pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns. bells, bonfires
and illuminations. from one end of this continent to the other, from this time forward.
forevermore." Ever since the first obsef\'ance in July 1777, when the country was at war but
arrangements were made for an official dinner, we have been following Adams' wishes.
This year, as we once again celebrate freedom, it is certainly my hope that this will be
a safe and enjoyable July Fourth weekend for all. In particular, a concern of many at this time
of year is the danger that can come from fireworks, and this past week the Consumer Product
Safet~)'

Commission (CPSC) took action to begin formal rulemaking proceedings on multiple

tube mine and shell fireworks, which have caused an estimated 150 burn injuries, treated annually
by hospital emergency rooms, and at least two known deaths. Such fireworks have tipped over
during ignition and fired horizontally, injuring and killing spectators and other people in the
vicinity. As well, the CPSC has been working with the industry to recall several models of this
product.
Often these hazardous fireworks can turn ajoyous holiday into a regrettable tragedy. The
best chance for an injury-free holiday is to leave the fireworks to the professionals.

In

celebrating the 218th anniversary of our independence, make sure you do it safely, so you'll be
around for the 2 I 9th and beyond.

•

•

•
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